
Open-Air Dining Facility 
 
In 2017, Zephyr completed the building of two new dorms thanks to the generosity of various 
foundations and individuals. These dorms increased our max capacity to 670. Our current water system 
is designed for 750 guests, which we feel, is a comfortable size for our camp and mission. We recognize 
three main areas that will need to grow to accommodate 750 guests: dining facilities, a new worship 
center, and lodging. Our current dining hall seats up to 450 guests. During summer camps and large 
weekends we are able to split meals with a 15-30 minute window between shifts, which allows seats to 
open up for the next shift. 
 
Our vision is to build an open-air dining facility that will seat 120 guests. The dining facility will 
include a fully loaded, mobile concessional trailer equipped with necessary appliances. The facility will 
also have a refrigerator, propane BBQ pit, and serving areas. 
 
This facility will serve three functions: two of which are immediate needs and one for the future. 
 

• The	first	need	met	is	the	ability	to	serve	a	larger	number	of	guests	during	meals.	With	
split	 shifts,	 over	 200	 people	 can	 be	 served	 in	 the	 open	 air	 dining	 facility,	 reducing	
throughput	in	the	main	dining	hall	and	providing	an	alternative	meal	option.	This	will	
decrease	the	serve	time	for	meals	and	provide	a	fun	alternative	to	dining	inside. 
 

• The	second	purpose	this	facility	will	serve	is	to	create	a	lower	price	point	for	retreat	
groups	who	prefer	to	handle	their	own	meals.	Zephyr	currently	does	not	have	a	
cooking	facility	available	for	guests	to	use.	This	facility	will	allow	them	to	reduce	their	
individual	retreat	cost	by	allowing	them	to	purchase,	prepare,	and	serve	their	own	
meals. 
 

• This	facility	will	also	act	as	an	Outdoor	Education	Pavilion.	We	have	observed	a	number	
of	outdoor	education	programs	at	camps	in	Central	and	East	Texas	and	believe	that	we	
can	provide	a	similar	service	to	the	students	of	South	Texas	beginning	in	2018.	We	feel	
we	can	create	a	program	that	is	unique	to	South	Texas	due	to	the	150	acres	of	land	that	
Zephyr	calls	home	along	Lake	Corpus	Christi	and	our	ability	to	host	students	for	multi-
day	experiences.	We	are	currently	developing	the	program	along	with	an	advisory	
board	of	local	teachers	to	verify	that	the	program	is	beneficial	to	students	and	viable	to	
the	school	system. 

 
We will begin construction on the Open-Air Dining/Outdoor Education Pavilion in the fall of 2017. 
The main costs for this project are the 3,750 ft2 pavilion ($131,263) and the fully loaded, 208 ft2 

mobile concession trailer ($70,000). The majority of construction will be contracted out, but Texas 
Baptist Men, a retired volunteer group, will complete the finishing touches. 
 
As Zephyr continues to grow, we are honored to expand our offerings and find new ways to meet the 
needs of our guests. By supporting this project you are partnering with Camp Zephyr to allow more 
students to come to camp, creating a budget friendly option for retreat groups, encouraging students to 
spend more time and appreciate the outdoors, and ultimately creating opportunities for students to 
experience the love of Christ. 
 
Our hope is to fund this project through foundation grants and individual gifts so that we can continue 
to use operation dollars towards remodels and updates of our Marshall Conference Center private 
rooms and public restrooms in 2017.  


